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study of the constitutional machinery of the
United States is attempted in the next chapter.
Here it will be sufficient to point to some of the
outstanding difficulties experienced in America
during the last 150 years.   The constitution
had of necessity to leave many things vague.
Much that was defined was domed in eigh-
teenth-century phraseology and was the pro-
duct of political theories which soon became
obsolete.   The enthronement of the written
word was naturally calculated to breed polemics,
and its interpretation was left to a court of law.
Constitutional development has therefore de-
pended upon legal casuistry, and on numerous
occasions in the recent past the Supreme Court
of the United States has blocked the way of
legislation   universally admitted to be  of a
benevolent character.   In 1895 this Court held
Income Tax to be unconstitutional: the result
was an elaborate and cumbrous process of
amendment of the constitution to give the
central government the right to levy this tax.
The Court's decisions with regard to the right
of owning slaves led to the Civil War, and the
intention and purpose of the written constitu-
tion were decided not by legal argument but
by the sword.   Again, as one writer has put it: